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SWIMINTEL ACADEMIC REPORT

SwimIntel Academic Report
Civil Engineering + Architecture

This academic report is an extension of your Best Fit Report. It is intentionally separate from your Best Fit Report 
because academic majors and interests can be nuanced and often fit better into a dedicated academic report where 
explanations, details, degree structures and rankings can be provided. The schools evaluated here are the schools you 
matched with in your Best Fit Report, with this report focusing specifically on civil engineering and architecture.

Core findings
Best direct two-field options

Rice and Notre Dame stand out because both provide direct civil engineering and a professional undergraduate 
architecture path. Tulane also has a professional B.Arch, but its new civil program is intentionally specialized in water 
and environment rather than broad traditional civil engineering.

Best integrated built-environment options
Princeton and Stanford are exceptionally strong for students who want engineering and architecture to overlap 
academically. Princeton has an ABET-accredited Architecture & Engineering subplan inside CEE; Stanford has a 
Sustainable Architecture + Engineering major alongside a separate ABET Civil Engineering BS.

Elite academic strength with licensure caveats
MIT ranks at the very top academically in both subjects, but its current CEE undergraduate degree is a General 
Engineering degree with a civil/environmental foundation, and its BS in Architecture is not a professional B.Arch.

Strong balanced alternatives
Lehigh, Tufts and Columbia combine direct civil engineering with substantial undergraduate architecture study, 
although their architecture pathways are pre-professional rather than first-professional B.Arch degrees.

Do not treat 3-2 engineering as equivalent to direct engineering
Davidson, Fordham, Richmond, Georgetown, William & Mary, Pepperdine, Denison, Kenyon, Colgate, Holy Cross, 
Emory and Pomona-Pitzer rely on partner-school or dual-degree engineering pathways. These can be excellent, but 
they require additional planning and a transition between institutions.

Important Brown update
Brown states that its Architecture concentration is no longer available to incoming first-year students beginning Fall 
2025. Brown also does not offer a civil engineering concentration, so it is not a current direct match for either 
requested field.

How SwimIntel ranked the schools: The overall order prioritizes (1) direct access to the requested majors, (2) 
professional/accreditation and licensure clarity, (3) strength and depth of the curriculum, (4) the ability to combine 
civil engineering and architecture without changing institutions, and (5) relevant external subject/program rankings 
where reliable comparisons were available. General university prestige was not used as a substitute for program fit.

Research reviewed through August 2026. Program names, accreditation status and ranking methodologies can change; verify final 
degree requirements before applying or enrolling.



SwimIntel Academic Report  |  Civil Engineering + Architecture  |  Page 2

How to read this report
Architecture degree type matters as much as reputation. A professional B.Arch and a four-year pre-professional 
architecture degree are not interchangeable for licensure planning. Civil engineering also varies: some schools offer a 
direct ABET-accredited BS/BE/BSE, while others offer only general engineering or a 3-2 partner route.

Direct civil Civil Engineering degree offered in-house; strongest path for conventional civil practice.

General / flexible 
engineering

Engineering exists, but the degree is not specifically titled Civil Engineering.

Dual / partner engineering Engineering degree requires a partner institution, combined plan or transfer-style pathway.

Professional B.Arch NAAB-accredited first-professional architecture degree; most direct undergraduate education 
path toward licensure.

Pre-professional / related 
architecture

Architecture major, architectural studies, integrated major, minor or certificate; typically 
requires additional professional graduate education for architect licensure.

No direct program No current in-house major matching the requested field.

Top recommendations by decision type
If you want to keep both civil engineering and professional architecture fully open
Rice, Notre Dame, Tulane - Rice and Notre Dame are the cleanest two-field choices. Tulane is especially attractive if 
water, coastal engineering, resilience and climate adaptation are part of the civil interest.

If you want architecture and engineering intentionally integrated
Princeton, Stanford, MIT - Princeton offers the clearest accredited architecture-engineering subplan. Stanford offers a 
highly relevant Sustainable Architecture + Engineering major. MIT offers unmatched subject strength, but students must 
pay close attention to degree titles and professional licensure sequencing.

If you want a traditional civil degree plus real architecture study
Lehigh, Tufts, Columbia, Vanderbilt - These schools offer direct civil engineering alongside a meaningful 
architecture/built-environment major or concentration.

If civil engineering is becoming the clear priority
Bucknell, Lafayette, Villanova, Johns Hopkins, Duke, Northwestern - These schools offer direct civil engineering; 
architecture ranges from a minor/certificate to no formal program.
C-M-S and Pomona-Pitzer are athletics combinations rather than single academic institutions. Their academic pathways must be 
evaluated by the student's actual home college.
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Overall academic ranking: 1-19
This is SwimIntel's combined-fit ranking for the two requested interests. It is not a general university ranking.

# School Civil Architecture Why it lands here

1 Rice Direct Professional B.Arch Exceptional combined fit

2 Notre Dame Direct Professional B.Arch Exceptional combined fit

3 Princeton CEE B.S.E.; ABET civil 
criteria

Pre-professional / major Exceptional interdisciplinary fit

4 Stanford Direct Related/integrated major Exceptional interdisciplinary fit

5 MIT General/flexible Pre-professional / major Elite academic strength; degree-structure 
caveats

6 Lehigh Direct Pre-professional / major Very strong combined fit

7 Tufts Direct Pre-professional / major Very strong combined fit

8 Columbia Direct Undergraduate Architecture 
major/concentration

Very strong combined fit

9 Tulane Direct Professional B.Arch Strong combined fit with civil specialization 
caveat

10 Vanderbilt Direct Related/integrated major Strong combined fit

11 Northwestern Direct Minor Strong civil + architecture-adjacent fit

12 Duke Direct Certificate Strong civil + architecture-adjacent fit

13 Lafayette Direct Pre-professional / major Strong undergraduate civil fit

14 Bucknell Direct No architecture major Excellent civil; limited architecture

15 Villanova Direct No architecture major Strong civil; limited architecture

16 Johns Hopkins Direct No architecture major Strong civil; limited architecture

17 SMU Direct No architecture major Good civil; limited architecture

18 Air Force Academy Direct No architecture major Strong civil with service-academy context

19 Swarthmore General/flexible No architecture major Flexible engineering, not civil-specific
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Overall academic ranking: 20-38
Lower placement usually reflects indirect degree access, lack of one of the two requested majors, or a current program-
availability limitation - not lower overall university quality.

# School Civil Architecture Why it lands here

20 C-M-S General/flexible No architecture major Home-college dependent

21 Dartmouth General/flexible Architecture coursework / 
modified path

Broad engineering + design exposure

22 Yale No civil major Pre-professional / major Strong architecture; weak civil fit

23 Harvard No civil major Architecture Studies track Strong architecture studies; weak civil fit

24 Emory Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

25 Georgetown Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

26 Davidson Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

27 William & Mary Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

28 Fordham Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

29 Richmond Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

30 Pepperdine Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

31 Denison Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

32 Kenyon Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

33 Colgate Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

34 Holy Cross Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect engineering pathway

35 Pomona-Pitzer Dual/partner No architecture major Indirect and home-college dependent

36 Williams Dual/partner No architecture major Limited direct fit

37 Boston College Other engineering No architecture major Limited direct fit

38 Brown No civil major Closed to new first-years Not a current direct match

Important: A school with an elite overall reputation can rank lower here if it does not actually offer civil engineering or architecture to 
undergraduates. This report deliberately ranks academic fit for the stated interests rather than brand prestige.
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Civil engineering priority ranking
The ranking below focuses on the strongest civil-engineering-relevant options among the matched schools. Direct 
degrees receive priority, while MIT remains #1 for subject strength despite the current Course 1-ENG degree title being 
General Engineering.

# School Civil engineering assessment

1 MIT World-leading CEE subject strength; undergraduate degree is 1-ENG General Engineering with a 
civil/environmental foundation.

2 Stanford Direct ABET Civil Engineering BS with broad structural, construction and environmental options.

3 Princeton CEE BSE with ABET civil criteria, structural and Architecture & Engineering subplans.

4 Rice Direct ABET civil engineering plus unusually strong architecture ecosystem.

5 Columbia Direct civil engineering in a major urban/infrastructure research environment.

6 Duke Direct civil engineering with architectural engineering certificate options.

7 Notre Dame Direct civil engineering plus a professional architecture school on the same campus.

8 Johns Hopkins Direct civil engineering with strong research access.

9 Northwestern Direct ABET civil engineering and useful architectural engineering/design coursework.

10 Lehigh Long-established civil engineering and unusually good cross-over with architecture.

11 Tufts Direct BSCE with structural, geotechnical, water and environmental concentrations.

12 Vanderbilt Direct ABET civil engineering plus a built-environment major outside engineering.

13 Bucknell Highly undergraduate-focused direct civil engineering program.

14 Lafayette Direct ABET civil engineering in a smaller-college setting.

15 Villanova Direct civil engineering and clear professional preparation.

16 SMU Direct civil engineering; less architecture integration.

17 Air Force Academy Direct ABET civil engineering; unique military/service context.

18 Tulane New specialized Civil Engineering - Water & Environment pathway; strong for water/coastal 
interests.

19 Swarthmore General engineering degree can be shaped toward civil/structural topics, but is not a BSCE.

20 Dartmouth Broad Engineering Sciences/BE route rather than a civil-specific major.

Civil engineering ranking notes
• MIT: QS subject rankings for 2025 placed MIT #1 worldwide in Civil & Structural Engineering. MIT's current undergraduate CEE degree is 

Course 1-ENG, a BS in General Engineering with a civil/environmental foundation and ABET accreditation under general criteria.

• Bucknell: the university has reported U.S. News recognition of Civil Engineering at #3 nationally in the undergraduate non-doctoral 
engineering category.

• Lafayette: the college reported a #18 U.S. News ranking for Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs in the 2025 edition (released 2024).

• Tulane: the current Civil Engineering - Water & Environment program is intentionally narrower than a broad civil engineering major and is 
designed around water, coastal and environmental civil systems.
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Architecture priority ranking
This ranking gives extra weight to whether the undergraduate degree is professional (B.Arch), because that materially 
changes the path to architect licensure. Strong pre-professional and interdisciplinary programs still rank highly.

# School Architecture assessment

1 Rice Professional B.Arch pathway; Black Spectacles 2026 #2; 76% ARE pass rate cited.

2 Notre Dame 5-year professional B.Arch; Black Spectacles 2026 #3; 78% ARE pass rate cited.

3 Tulane 5-year professional B.Arch; Black Spectacles 2026 #7; resilience/community design emphasis.

4 MIT BS Architecture plus elite architecture department; QS 2025 #2 Architecture/Built Environment; not 
a B.Arch.

5 Princeton A.B. Architecture plus unusually deep Architecture & Engineering integration; pre-professional.

6 Columbia Substantial undergraduate architecture study in New York; professional M.Arch is graduate level.

7 Yale BA Architecture with close connection to a major professional architecture school; pre-
professional.

8 Stanford Sustainable Architecture + Engineering is highly relevant and studio-based; not a professional 
architecture degree.

9 Lehigh Full undergraduate architecture major with studios and building technology; pre-professional.

10 Tufts BA/BSE Architectural Studies provide unusually flexible architecture options without a B.Arch.

11 Vanderbilt Architecture & the Built Environment major; strong interdisciplinary exposure, not professional.

12 Harvard Architecture Studies track with GSD ecosystem; liberal arts/pre-professional route.

13 Lafayette Architectural Studies minor is useful alongside civil engineering.

14 Duke Architectural Engineering certificate supports building-focused engineering, not architecture 
practice.

15 Northwestern Architectural Engineering & Design minor is strong for civil/structural students.

16 Dartmouth Architecture-related studio courses and modified study paths, but no architecture major.

Professional-degree distinction
Rice, Notre Dame and Tulane are the only schools in this matched set with a current professional undergraduate 
B.Arch path identified in this review. MIT, Princeton, Columbia, Yale, Lehigh and Tufts offer strong undergraduate 
architecture study, but those degrees are pre-professional/non-professional and generally require a professional M.Arch 
later for the standard licensure path. Stanford's Sustainable Architecture + Engineering major is explicitly not a 
professional architecture degree.
External architecture ranking note: Black Spectacles' 2026 B.Arch ranking places Rice #2, Notre Dame #3 and Tulane #7. Its methodology cross-references 
QS architecture rankings, NAAB accreditation, NCARB ARE pass-rate data and program features. MIT reported a QS 2025 #2 worldwide ranking in 
Architecture/Built Environment, but QS is department/institution level and is not a ranking of the undergraduate BSA alone.
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Detailed school profiles 1-3

#1 Rice  |  Exceptional combined fit

CIVIL  Direct BSCE (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  Professional B.Arch path (NAAB)

One of the cleanest choices for a student seriously considering either civil engineering or architecture. Rice combines an 
in-house civil engineering degree with a professional architecture pathway and unusually strong undergraduate access 
to both fields.
Program detail: Architecture is especially distinctive: the Rice pathway combines four undergraduate years with two 
additional years and includes a structured preceptorship. Civil engineering is a conventional in-house professional 
pathway, so there is no partner-school transfer requirement.
Ranking / research note: Black Spectacles 2026 B.Arch: #2 nationally; 76% five-year average ARE pass rate cited from 
NCARB data.

#2 Notre Dame  |  Exceptional combined fit

CIVIL  Direct Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  5-year B.Arch (NAAB)

A rare school on this list with both a direct civil engineering path and a first-professional undergraduate architecture 
degree. This makes Notre Dame one of the strongest academic options when the student wants to preserve both 
interests without changing institutions.
Program detail: The B.Arch is a five-year professional degree with a required Rome experience and a distinctive 
emphasis on traditional/classical design, urbanism and craft. Civil engineering is housed in the College of Engineering 
and offers a standard engineering pathway.
Ranking / research note: Black Spectacles 2026 B.Arch: #3 nationally; 78% five-year average ARE pass rate, the highest 
among schools in that ranking.

#3 Princeton  |  Exceptional interdisciplinary fit

CIVIL  CEE B.S.E.; ABET civil criteria ARCHITECTURE  A.B. Architecture + architecture/engineering 
subplan

Princeton is arguably the most intentionally integrated civil engineering/architecture option on the list. Its Civil and 
Environmental Engineering department includes an Architecture and Engineering subplan designed specifically around 
the built environment.
Program detail: The Architecture and Engineering subplan is accredited under ABET's general and civil engineering 
criteria and includes architecture requirements beyond normal CEE work. Princeton also offers an undergraduate A.B. 
in Architecture, but it is pre-professional rather than a B.Arch.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable current undergraduate B.Arch ranking because Princeton does not 
offer a B.Arch.
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Detailed school profiles 4-6

#4 Stanford  |  Exceptional interdisciplinary fit

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  BS Sustainable Architecture + Engineering

Stanford offers a direct ABET-accredited civil engineering degree plus one of the most relevant interdisciplinary built-
environment majors on the list: Sustainable Architecture + Engineering.
Program detail: The Sustainable Architecture + Engineering major blends design studios, structures, building 
performance, materials and sustainability. Important caveat: Stanford states that this integrated major is neither an 
accredited engineering degree nor a professional architecture degree, so licensure requires additional training. The 
separate Civil Engineering BS is ABET accredited.
Ranking / research note: No single current undergraduate ranking captures this new integrated major; evaluate it 
primarily on curriculum and licensure pathway.

#5 MIT  |  Elite academic strength; degree-structure caveats

CIVIL  CEE Course 1-ENG; civil foundation ARCHITECTURE  BS Architecture

MIT is the strongest pure academic/research environment on this list for the two subjects taken together, with world-
leading civil/structural engineering and architecture departments.
Program detail: MIT's CEE undergraduate degree is now a BS in General Engineering (Course 1-ENG) with a civil and 
environmental engineering foundation, rather than a degree titled BS Civil Engineering. The BS in Architecture is a 
rigorous undergraduate architecture degree but not a professional B.Arch, so an M.Arch is typically needed for the 
professional architecture route.
Ranking / research note: QS 2025 subject rankings, as reported by MIT: #1 Civil & Structural Engineering and #2 
Architecture/Built Environment worldwide.

#6 Lehigh  |  Very strong combined fit

CIVIL  Direct Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  BA Architecture

Lehigh is one of the most practical balanced choices on the list because both subjects exist in-house and the university 
explicitly supports interdisciplinary work between engineering and architecture.
Program detail: The architecture major includes design studios, history/theory, materials and building technology and 
is described as a first step toward professional registration. The Arts-Engineering structure can also pair architecture 
with engineering interests. Architecture is pre-professional, not a B.Arch.
Ranking / research note: Lehigh is well established in civil engineering; no current directly comparable undergraduate 
architecture ranking identified for the BA program.
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Detailed school profiles 7-9

#7 Tufts  |  Very strong combined fit

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  BA/BSE Architectural Studies

Tufts offers a direct civil engineering degree and unusually substantial undergraduate architecture options for a 
university without a professional B.Arch.
Program detail: Students can pursue Architectural Studies in liberal arts or engineering contexts, including a BSE 
option, giving the school strong flexibility for someone deciding between design and engineering. The architecture 
programs are not first-professional B.Arch degrees.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable current B.Arch ranking because Tufts does not offer a professional 
B.Arch.

#8 Columbia  |  Very strong combined fit

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  Undergraduate Architecture 
major/concentration

Columbia combines a direct civil engineering program with substantial undergraduate architecture study and the 
professional ecosystem of New York City.
Program detail: Civil engineering is a standard engineering degree in Columbia Engineering. Undergraduate 
architecture is available through Columbia College/General Studies and is pre-professional; Columbia's professional 
M.Arch is graduate level rather than an undergraduate B.Arch.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable current B.Arch ranking because Columbia does not offer an 
undergraduate B.Arch.

#9 Tulane  |  Strong combined fit with civil specialization caveat

CIVIL  BSE Civil Engineering - Water & Environment ARCHITECTURE  5-year B.Arch (NAAB)

Tulane is compelling for architecture and for civil engineering students specifically interested in water, coastal systems, 
resilience and environmental infrastructure.
Program detail: The architecture program is a professional five-year B.Arch. The civil degree is new and intentionally 
specialized in Water & Environment rather than a broad traditional civil curriculum; Tulane's catalog says the 
curriculum is designed to meet ABET engineering requirements and support a civil/water-resources licensure path.
Ranking / research note: Black Spectacles 2026 B.Arch: #7 nationally; 68% five-year average ARE pass rate cited from 
NCARB data.
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Detailed school profiles 10-12

#10 Vanderbilt  |  Strong combined fit

CIVIL  BE Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  Architecture & the Built Environment major

Vanderbilt offers a direct accredited civil engineering degree plus a dedicated undergraduate major focused on 
architecture and the built environment.
Program detail: The architecture-related major is not a professional B.Arch, but it provides a meaningful academic 
route into design, cities and the built environment while remaining on the same campus as civil engineering.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable professional B.Arch ranking because Vanderbilt's architecture-related 
major is not a B.Arch.

#11 Northwestern  |  Strong civil + architecture-adjacent fit

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  Architectural Engineering & Design minor

Northwestern is strongest for civil engineering, with a useful architecture-adjacent minor that adds building design and 
architectural engineering exposure.
Program detail: This is a good option for a student leaning toward civil/structural engineering who wants design 
context. It is less suitable for a student seeking a full studio-based architecture major or undergraduate professional 
architecture degree.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable undergraduate architecture ranking because architecture is offered 
as a minor rather than a professional degree.

#12 Duke  |  Strong civil + architecture-adjacent fit

CIVIL  BSE Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  Architectural Engineering certificate

Duke provides a direct civil engineering pathway and an architectural engineering certificate that can add building-
focused technical depth.
Program detail: The certificate is a strong complement for civil/structural interests, but Duke does not offer an 
undergraduate architecture degree. Students primarily interested in becoming architects would need a graduate 
professional architecture route elsewhere.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable architecture ranking because Duke does not offer a B.Arch or 
undergraduate architecture major.
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Detailed school profiles 13-15

#13 Lafayette  |  Strong undergraduate civil fit

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  Architectural Studies minor

Lafayette is especially attractive for students who want a smaller-college environment with a direct accredited civil 
engineering degree and some formal architecture study.
Program detail: Architecture is a minor rather than a professional or pre-professional major, so the strongest academic 
use case is civil engineering with architectural context.
Ranking / research note: Lafayette reported a U.S. News #18 ranking for Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs 
(2025 edition / released 2024).

#14 Bucknell  |  Excellent civil; limited architecture

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

Bucknell is one of the strongest undergraduate-focused civil engineering choices on the list, but it does not provide a 
comparable undergraduate architecture program.
Program detail: The College of Engineering emphasizes undergraduate teaching and offers a conventional civil 
engineering degree. For architecture, the student would need electives, external study, or a later professional graduate 
program.
Ranking / research note: Bucknell has reported U.S. News recognition of Civil Engineering at #3 nationally among 
undergraduate engineering programs in the non-doctoral category.

#15 Villanova  |  Strong civil; limited architecture

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

Villanova offers a direct civil engineering degree and is a solid choice if civil engineering becomes the clear priority.
Program detail: Architecture is not offered as an undergraduate major, so a student who remains equally interested in 
architecture would have fewer formal options than at the schools above.
Ranking / research note: No current comparable architecture ranking applicable; program evaluation is driven 
primarily by Villanova's in-house civil engineering option.
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Detailed school profiles 16-18

#16 Johns Hopkins  |  Strong civil; limited architecture

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

Johns Hopkins provides a direct civil engineering degree in a major research environment, making it a strong academic 
choice for civil engineering.
Program detail: There is no undergraduate architecture major comparable to the architecture-heavy schools at the top 
of the report. This is better for a student who has shifted clearly toward engineering rather than architecture practice.
Ranking / research note: No directly applicable undergraduate architecture ranking.

#17 SMU  |  Good civil; limited architecture

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

SMU offers a direct civil engineering degree and is a straightforward option for a student leaning toward engineering.
Program detail: Architecture is not a direct undergraduate major, so the combined civil-plus-architecture fit is weaker 
than schools offering a design program, minor or certificate.
Ranking / research note: No directly applicable architecture ranking.

#18 Air Force Academy  |  Strong civil with service-academy context

CIVIL  BS Civil Engineering (ABET) ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

The Air Force Academy has a direct ABET-accredited civil engineering major, but the overall educational model is 
fundamentally different from the other schools on this list.
Program detail: There is no architecture major. The civil engineering program can be academically strong and highly 
applied, but the military training environment and post-graduation service commitment should be considered 
separately from academic fit.
Ranking / research note: No directly applicable architecture ranking.
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Detailed school profiles 19-21

#19 Swarthmore  |  Flexible engineering, not civil-specific

CIVIL  BS Engineering; civil/structural focus via electives ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Swarthmore's engineering program is unusually broad and flexible for a liberal arts college, but the degree is general 
engineering rather than a named civil engineering major.
Program detail: Students can build depth in civil, structural and environmental topics through course selection and 
projects. This can work well for a student who values interdisciplinary flexibility, but it is less direct than a conventional 
BSCE.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable civil or architecture program ranking identified.

#20 C-M-S  |  Home-college dependent

CIVIL  Varies by home college; Harvey Mudd has general 
Engineering

ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

C-M-S is an athletics consortium, not a single academic institution, so the academic answer changes materially 
depending on whether the student attends Claremont McKenna, Harvey Mudd or Scripps.
Program detail: Harvey Mudd offers a highly rigorous general Engineering BS but not a civil-specific degree. Claremont 
McKenna and Scripps do not offer an in-house engineering major in the same way. Cross-consortium study is valuable, 
but off-campus majors and degree rules can be constrained. No full architecture major is available across the 
consortium based on the programs reviewed.
Ranking / research note: Not ranked as one academic institution because C-M-S combines three separate colleges.

#21 Dartmouth  |  Broad engineering + design exposure

CIVIL  Engineering Sciences AB + optional BE ARCHITECTURE  Architecture coursework / modified path

Dartmouth offers a broad engineering sciences route rather than a civil engineering major, with some ability to 
combine engineering and studio-art/architecture coursework.
Program detail: The AB can be followed by the professional BE, but students seeking a conventional BSCE curriculum 
should compare requirements carefully. Architecture exposure exists through Studio Art and modified/interdisciplinary 
paths rather than a professional architecture degree.
Ranking / research note: No directly comparable undergraduate civil or B.Arch ranking.
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Detailed school profiles 22-24

#22 Yale  |  Strong architecture; weak civil fit

CIVIL  No civil engineering major ARCHITECTURE  BA Architecture

Yale is a strong choice if architecture becomes the dominant interest, but it is not a direct civil engineering option.
Program detail: The undergraduate Architecture BA is pre-professional and benefits from proximity to Yale's 
professional School of Architecture. Yale Engineering offers other disciplines, including environmental engineering, but 
not an undergraduate civil engineering degree.
Ranking / research note: No B.Arch ranking applies because Yale's professional architecture degree is graduate level.

#23 Harvard  |  Strong architecture studies; weak civil fit

CIVIL  No civil engineering concentration ARCHITECTURE  Architecture Studies track

Harvard provides high-level undergraduate architecture study through the History of Art and Architecture 
concentration, with access to the broader Graduate School of Design ecosystem.
Program detail: There is no undergraduate civil engineering concentration and no professional undergraduate B.Arch. 
The architecture route is best viewed as a liberal-arts/pre-professional foundation for later graduate study.
Ranking / research note: No B.Arch ranking applies because Harvard's professional architecture degree is graduate 
level.

#24 Emory  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Dual-degree engineering with Georgia Tech ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Emory can support a civil engineering goal through its dual-degree relationship with Georgia Tech, but civil engineering 
is not an Emory major.
Program detail: Students begin at Emory and complete engineering study at Georgia Tech, where Civil Engineering is 
among the available options. This can be academically powerful, but it requires a multi-institution plan and is 
meaningfully different from enrolling directly in a civil engineering program.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school engineering rankings are not treated as Emory rankings in this report.
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Detailed school profiles 25-27

#25 Georgetown  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Combined/dual engineering pathway with Columbia ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

Georgetown does not have its own school of engineering, so civil engineering requires a partner-school pathway rather 
than a direct Georgetown major.
Program detail: The combined-plan structure can eventually lead to an engineering degree through Columbia, but 
students should compare sequencing, admissions rules, time to degree and financial aid carefully. Architecture is not a 
direct Georgetown undergraduate major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Georgetown rankings.

#26 Davidson  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  3-2 / cooperative engineering pathway ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Davidson offers a liberal arts foundation with cooperative engineering options rather than an in-house civil engineering 
degree.
Program detail: The typical pathway involves substantial study at Davidson followed by engineering study at a partner 
institution such as Columbia or Washington University. This can be a good fit for a student prioritizing liberal arts first, 
but it is less seamless than direct civil engineering.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Davidson rankings.

#27 William & Mary  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Dual-degree engineering with Columbia ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

William & Mary does not offer a direct civil engineering major but supports a dual-degree route with Columbia 
Engineering.
Program detail: The program can lead to engineering study after the liberal arts portion at William & Mary, but the 
student must plan prerequisites and transfer/combined-plan requirements early. Architecture is not a direct 
undergraduate major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as William & Mary rankings.
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Detailed school profiles 28-30

#28 Fordham  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  3-2 cooperative engineering pathway ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Fordham provides cooperative engineering pathways rather than an in-house civil engineering degree.
Program detail: Students can pursue a structured 3-2 route with engineering partners such as Columbia or Case 
Western Reserve. This is a legitimate engineering pathway, but it introduces a school transition and is not equivalent to 
starting in civil engineering on day one.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Fordham rankings.

#29 Richmond  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Pre-engineering / dual-degree with Columbia ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Richmond does not offer an engineering major; civil engineering would require a partner-school dual-degree route.
Program detail: This structure can preserve a liberal arts experience early, but it is a weaker match for a student who 
already knows civil engineering is a primary academic priority. Architecture is not offered as a direct major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Richmond rankings.

#30 Pepperdine  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  3/2 engineering pathway ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Pepperdine supports engineering through a 3/2 pathway rather than an in-house civil engineering degree.
Program detail: The student would complete liberal arts/science preparation and then transition to a partner 
engineering institution. There is no comparable undergraduate architecture major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Pepperdine rankings.
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Detailed school profiles 31-33

#31 Denison  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Dual-degree engineering pathways ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Denison's engineering option is based on dual-degree partnerships rather than a direct civil engineering major.
Program detail: Programs with institutions such as Washington University in St. Louis or RPI can provide an 
engineering endpoint, but the student should view Denison primarily as a liberal arts start rather than a civil 
engineering school.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Denison rankings.

#32 Kenyon  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  3-2 / 4-2 engineering options ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Kenyon offers pre-engineering and dual-degree options, not a direct engineering major.
Program detail: The pathway can work for students who strongly value Kenyon's liberal arts environment and are 
comfortable completing engineering elsewhere. It is less direct for civil engineering and provides no formal architecture 
major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Kenyon rankings.

#33 Colgate  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  Pre-engineering / 3-2 pathway ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Colgate's route to civil engineering is a pre-professional dual-degree structure rather than a civil major on campus.
Program detail: Students should evaluate partner admissions, course sequencing and total time carefully. Architecture 
is not offered as a direct undergraduate major.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Colgate rankings.
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Detailed school profiles 34-36

#34 Holy Cross  |  Indirect engineering pathway

CIVIL  3-2 engineering with Columbia ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Holy Cross offers a structured 3-2 engineering route with Columbia rather than an in-house engineering degree.
Program detail: This provides a viable path to civil engineering for students committed to a liberal arts start, but it is a 
more complex and less direct fit than schools offering civil engineering internally.
Ranking / research note: Partner-school rankings are not treated as Holy Cross rankings.

#35 Pomona-Pitzer  |  Indirect and home-college dependent

CIVIL  3-2 / partner engineering pathways ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major identified

Pomona-Pitzer is an athletics pairing of two separate colleges, and neither offers a conventional in-house civil 
engineering major.
Program detail: Pomona maintains pre-engineering/3-2 pathways with institutions including Caltech and Washington 
University and a Dartmouth option; Pitzer also supports partner engineering routes. These are strong liberal arts 
settings but indirect engineering choices, with no full architecture major identified.
Ranking / research note: Not ranked as a single academic institution beyond this SwimIntel combined-fit assessment.

#36 Williams  |  Limited direct fit

CIVIL  Pre-engineering advising; no engineering major ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Williams is academically outstanding overall, but for these specific interests it offers no in-house engineering or 
architecture major.
Program detail: Students can receive pre-engineering guidance and prepare for later engineering study, but a student 
who wants a clear undergraduate civil engineering curriculum should favor a school with an engineering program.
Ranking / research note: No applicable civil or architecture program ranking.
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Detailed school profiles 37-38

#37 Boston College  |  Limited direct fit

CIVIL  Human-Centered Engineering only ARCHITECTURE  No architecture major

Boston College now offers engineering, but its undergraduate program is Human-Centered Engineering rather than civil 
engineering, and it does not offer an architecture major.
Program detail: The engineering program may appeal to students interested in interdisciplinary design and technology, 
but it is not a substitute for a conventional civil engineering curriculum if professional civil practice is the goal.
Ranking / research note: No applicable civil or architecture program ranking.

#38 Brown  |  Not a current direct match

CIVIL  No civil engineering concentration ARCHITECTURE  Architecture A.B. closed to new first-years

Brown would previously have been more relevant for architecture, but its current program page states that the 
Architecture concentration is no longer available to incoming first-year students beginning Fall 2025.
Program detail: Brown does not offer a civil engineering concentration. The discontinued architecture concentration 
remains available only to specified earlier cohorts, so for a current recruit neither requested field is available as a direct 
undergraduate major.
Ranking / research note: Not ranked for current incoming architecture students because the concentration is no longer 
an option for new first-years.
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Methodology and research notes
The report is designed to answer a specific fit question - how well each matched school supports civil engineering and/or 
architecture at the undergraduate level - rather than to reproduce a general college ranking. Program availability and 
degree structure therefore carry more weight than overall institutional reputation.

Primary research basis
• Official university catalogs, department pages and undergraduate program pages for each school, reviewed through 

August 2026.

• ABET-related program information from university engineering pages/catalogs where the school identifies 
accreditation or ABET criteria.

• NAAB/professional-degree status as described on university architecture program pages.

• Black Spectacles, “Top 10 Best Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch) Programs in the US,” updated March 26, 2026, for 
B.Arch ranking and cited NCARB ARE pass-rate context.

• QS 2025 subject rankings as reported by MIT in June 2025 for Civil & Structural Engineering (#1) and 
Architecture/Built Environment (#2).

• School-reported U.S. News ranking references for Bucknell and Lafayette where noted. Because categories and 
methodologies differ, these are not used as a single cross-school scoring system.

Key limitations
• Architecture rankings are especially difficult to compare because professional B.Arch programs, pre-professional 

BA/BS programs and graduate-only professional schools serve different purposes.

• A 3-2 or dual-degree engineering program is a real pathway, but it may involve separate admissions rules, a change of 
campus, different financial aid, additional time, and different degree sequencing. It should not be assumed to 
function like an in-house civil engineering major.

• C-M-S and Pomona-Pitzer are athletics combinations. Academic opportunities depend on the actual home college and 
its cross-registration/major rules.

• New programs may not yet have a long outcomes history or established discipline ranking. Tulane's Civil Engineering 
- Water & Environment major is one example where curriculum fit matters more than historical ranking data.

• This report is academic only. It does not re-score athletic fit, roster fit, admissions probability, geography, cost, 
campus culture or other Best Fit Report factors.

Bottom line
For a student who is genuinely undecided between civil engineering and architecture, the shortest high-priority 
academic list is: Rice, Notre Dame, Princeton, Stanford, MIT, Lehigh, Tufts, Columbia and Tulane. Rice and Notre Dame 
offer the cleanest professional architecture plus direct civil combination; Princeton and Stanford offer the clearest 
interdisciplinary bridge; MIT offers exceptional subject strength with nontraditional degree-structure caveats; and 
Lehigh, Tufts and Columbia provide strong direct civil programs plus substantial pre-professional architecture study. 
Tulane is especially compelling for a student drawn to water, coastal, resilience and climate-oriented civil engineering.

Prepared by SwimIntel | Academic Report extension to the Best Fit Report | August 2026
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